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BPW JOONDALUP — INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY BREAKFAST 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.55 pm]: Last Friday in Joondalup, we celebrated International Women’s 
Day with an annual breakfast co-hosted by Business and Professional Women Australia Joondalup and the 
Joondalup Business Association. The theme for this year was “Better the balance, better the world”. Balance is not 
a women’s issue; it is a business issue. We need to work towards gender-balanced boardrooms, government, media 
coverage, employment and sports coverage, and more gender balance in wealth. This is essential for economies 
and communities to thrive. Balance drives a better working world. In the lead-up to the event, BPW Joondalup 
had a goal to photograph 100 people striking a “Balance for Better” pose and share that on social media. Over 
80 photos were received and a further 30 were taken on the day. 
We heard from two inspirational guest speakers. One was Carmel Ward, the recipient of the City of Joondalup 
Senior Citizen of the Year Award, who makes a positive contribution to the community through her volunteer 
work as a mentor at Greenwood College. We heard from Izabela Barakovska, an inspirational young woman who 
will undoubtedly be a key player in the next generation of leaders. Izabela spoke about her studies and her role as 
a delegate for United Nations Youth Australia on the Young Diplomats Tour of Europe, and other achievements. 
Lake Joondalup Baptist College student Ruby Haycraft entertained guests and performed two fantastic songs. 
I must commend the hard work and dedication from the BPW Joondalup team who organised the event, 
President Audrey Tooze, Liz Flatters, Sandra Cook, Sherryl Paternoster, Helen Toon, and the member for Kingsley, 
Jessica Stojkovski. I also thank Kate Waters, the BPW national membership officer, for attending. Thank you to 
the staff at the Joondalup Sports Club for a lovely meal. At a time when there are more Australian CEOs called 
John and Michael than there are women, and with current rates of female representation at the CEO level that will 
not be equal for another 80 years, we need to continue to hold events like this one and do our bit in Joondalup to 
enable our community to continue to challenge the status quo and promote awareness of gender equity. 
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